
Navigating the pandemic year 

CHILDREN ’S TRAINING CENTRE BULLETIN JAN 2021  

1 

2020 will always be remembered 
as the Year of the Pandemic. Like 
the rest of the world, Malaysia 
struggled to contain the spread of 
COVID-19 infections by imposing a 
nationwide  lockdown.   

As a result, CTC closed its doors 
from March until July, 2020. 
School fees were waived for 5 
months of the lockdown.  

Classes were suspended and exams 
deferred. When school reopened in 
mid-July, new SOPs were in place. 
This became a year-long “new  
normal” that was challenging on 
many levels. Our two CTC premises 
had to be regularly disinfected, all 
students and teachers had to wear 

face masks and have their temperature 
checked before entering the school. 

All group activities were suspended —
including our usual year-end graduation 
event and thanksgiving celebration.   

Nevertheless, we 
praise God that 
our teachers did a 
great job adjusting 
to the challenges 
that arose. For all 
this as well as  
for the continuing  
support of many 
generous donors 
and well-wishers, 
we’re grateful!  



Generous donations bring relief to CTC families 

D uring the nationwide lockdown beginning in March 
2020, word came from our students that their parents 

were not getting their salaries. Thankfully, CTC’s sponsor church 
Hope EFC and supporting NGO 
Communitas Wangsa Maju as 
well as Malaysian CARE, came 
together to initiate and support 
an emergency relief effort.  
A network of community groups, churches,  
local businesses and individuals, contributed  
immensely  to our relief effort during the lockdown.  

As a result, we could provide for all 90 families of 
our CTC students and several others. Cash or 
groceries were distributed every ten days.   

Space does not allow us to name our generous 
donors without whom we would not be able to 
aid our refugee community. 
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My first impression of CTC was that the 
school had many nationalities and ethnic 
groups. When I first joined CTC, I taught 
Grades 3 and 5. Soon I  was assigned the role 
of head teacher to replace the one who left. 
The responsibility wasn’t easy but the  
principal and administrator were very  
professional and helped me in every way.  

Hi everyone, my name is Ciin Dim Niang (Sunny 
Niang). I am a Myanmar and my ethnicity is Chin-Zomi.  
I was born in a Christian family but I only accepted 
Christ as my Lord and Saviour not long ago. 

I came to Malaysia in 2013. Our journey was 
dreadful and we faced many challenges. 

MEET CTC’S HEAD TEACHER: SUNNY NIANG 

W e had to hide under sackcloth 
on the bottom of the boat. 

We were even stacked 3 deep - one 
on top of the other - in a sports car! 
It was then that we were chased by 
soldiers in a remote jungle one night 
somewhere in Thailand for four or five 
minutes.  It was impossible to make it 
to Malaysia without God's protection. 

Knowing a handful of English words, 
I found work as a waitress a week 
after arriving in Malaysia. I worked 
for about a year. There were many 
days that I returned home in tears.  
I endured the hardship as we had to 
pay for my mom's medical treatment. 
Sadly she passed away on my dad’s 
10th death anniversary after being in 
Malaysia for only seven months. 

In 2014, I was admitted to a primary 
school for refugees called, Zomi  
Education Center Cheras (ZECC). Later 
I went on to secondary school called 
Ruth Education Center (REC). After 
studying at REC for a year, I was sent 
to teach in a refugee school in KL for a 
year. Pastor Michael Moey, REC’s 
principal and the instructors 
equipped me to become who I am 
today and I am thankful to them.  

I was introduced to the Children's 
Training Centre (CTC) in 2017 by  
Ms. Ivy Chong who was an instructor 
at REC and administrator of CTC. 

Today, I work with the principal, administrator, 
staff and parents to improve our students  
and school’s performances. The most  
challenging thing for me is dealing with our 
students' parents as I'm so much younger 
than them. 

It is such an honour to be part of CTC. I pray 
and hope that CTC will bring up future leaders. 
I hope we will be able to inspire the students 
to give back to their communities one day. 

Sunny  (seated, second left) at a recent meeting with 
CTC colleagues and a special projects team.  



Thank  You ,  
S.Korean Friends!  

17 JANUARY 2020. It was the last big 
gathering that CTC held before the  
nationwide lockdown came down hard 
on all of us. It was a visit by a team of 
14 young adults from S.Korea. 

These special guests had practised their 
English and polished their presentation 
for 6 months. And so it was that their 
mission to KL to meet up with refugee 
children found a happy and loud welcome! 
 
 
 
  
“An nyeong ha seyo!” greeted a  mixed 
group of 100 enthusiastic refugee kids in  
Korean (to no one’s surprise!)  

For our children, just knowing that a 
team of South Koreans were visiting 
was enough to raise expectations! Our 
children were taken through puppet 
shows with moral lessons, skits about 
Jesus and the love of God, and several 
active, lively  songs.  

It was a good day for all, a good day to 

remember. Every child had a made-in  

S.Korea gift! We were more than 

touched. Our friends from S.Korea also 

presented us with 2 handheld infrared 

temperature readers - that was  

before temperature reading was made 

compulsory during the lockdown,  and a 

generous donation to take us through 

the rest of the year! Praise the Lord! 
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Thanks to generous donors, CTC was able to distribute groceries and cash to all our 
students’ families during the pandemic. To this day, relief in the form of groceries or 
cash is still provided to families facing an unexpected health or employment crisis.  

After 5 months  of lockdown and until recently, CTC reopened with strict SOPs. Classes were 
split for social distancing and students attended classes on alternate days. Face mask was 
compulsory, and a body temperature below 37oC was required to step into school premises. 

CTC teachers utilised mobile phone Whatsapp and Facebook to send out pre-recorded lessons 
to our students. We also purchased a TV to better equip CTC for digital and remote learning. 
Above are teacher Joyse and administrator James Lim checking out Zoom onsite connectivity.  

hope-efc.com 

REGISTERED WITH: 

SPONSORED AND  
SUPPORTED BY: 

Further info: James Lim @ 018-2854879 

TO DONATE: 
Communitas Wangsa Maju Bhd (1228896-M)  

Maybank Account No. 564810521945.  
Branch Code: 14815  SWIFT Code: MBBEMYKL 
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