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It’s hard work getting the dance steps right, but it’s all fun too 

CTC COMMUNITY 
GIVING  HOPE TO REFUGEE CHILDREN  

The foreigner among us 

A  dozen students are rehearsing a traditional Myanmar dance 

for an upcoming presentation in a church. Someone starts the music. The 

girls in traditional dresses and the boys in longyi or Myanmar sarungs 

begin swaying on cue. Their upper bodies turn this way and that as 

their thin arms flail in sync to uptempo thumping percussion and 

electrified strains that tell me it couldn‟t be a „traditional‟ Myanmar 

song, not by a long stretch.  

I notice Tamiz (not his real name) and his sister among the dancers    

chattering with their friends and ribbing one another until the teacher calls 

them to fall in line. Their antics amuse me, and I recall how these         

Pakistani children joined our Myanmar-majority refugee learning centre 

not too long ago and yet they certainly do not look out of place at all.  

The tall and lanky boy and his equally long-limbed younger sibling try to 

keep a straight face as they move to the jangly rhythm alongside their 

schoolmates. The teacher barks at them to smile as they dance.  

(Continue reading on Page 2) 
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Refugee.             
Asylum seeker.        
Illegal immigrant. 

The definition of „refugee„  is 

perplexing to many. Since 

Malaysia does not intend to 

sign the UN Convention on 

Refugees (1951) and related 

instruments, the  ambiguity 

has served to disadvantage 

thousands who have fled to 

our shores.  

An asylum seeker is one 

whose request for sanctuary 

has yet to be processed. At 

the end of the process called 

Refugee Determination  

Status (RSD), an asylum 

seeker is finally recognised 

by the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) and issued an ID 

with enhanced security  

features.  

As of end-April 2016, UNHCR 

recorded a total of 154,140 

refugees and asylum seekers. 

The Malaysian government 

takes another view and often 

describes these foreigners 

as illegal migrants. There are 

2.1 million registered foreign 

workers according to the 

Human Resource Ministry,   

but the number of illegal   

foreigners is probably between 

three and four million. That‟s 

huge for a nation of some  

30 million people. 
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Improving and 
equipping 
teaching skills 

As a UNHCR-endorsed 
refugee learning centre, 
regular training is offered  
to our teachers every year. 
But sometimes,  special 
attention is necessary to 
help our teachers do better 
in the immediate context of 
their school and classroom. 

Recently, four veteran    
teachers  from Hope EFC      
- Isabella Navaratnam, 
Liow Sook Ching, Clara  
Ooi and Ivy Chong - led a     
one-day session for    
teachers and volunteers.       

Besides going through 
classroom management 
techniques, the trainers 
impressed upon the   
teachers the importance of 
calling, exemplary conduct 
and accountability.  

The foreigner among us: Hurts 

Looking at their easy smiles and the number of Myanmar friends 

that surrounded Tamiz and his sister as we talked earlier, you would not 

have realised that they have only been in CTC for three months. And that 

behind the eleven-year-old's apparent cheerfulness lies hurts and a world 

of experiences a child should not have had to undergo at any age. 

“They hate us in Pakistan. We are Ahmadis*, so they say we are 

not Muslim,” he said with an edge to his voice.  

"Did something happen that made you all leave or is Pakistan always not 

safe?" I queried. 

“Not safe. They hate us,” he spoke without hesitation, eyes unblinking. 

“They burnt my mother‟s house and also my father‟s shop. So my father 

said we have to go away.” 

Pakistan, like Malaysia, has a majority Sunni Muslim population and    

reality has hit home after having had to move four times since they first 

arrived in KL city two years ago. "Is Setapak safer?" I prodded.   

“City place not as good, but it‟s okay. Last time we stayed near Country 

Heights,” the boy volunteered.  Tamiz probably saw I was puzzled for he 

quickly spoke up. “That place like countryside, you know. Not like 

Setapak.”  

“Did you go to school then?” I asked again. “Was it like CTC?” 

“No, no school. Only now. I like CTC,” Tamiz flashed a smile as he spoke. 

“Now I can learn English. I have friends.”  (Continue reading on Page 3) 

In recent years CTC has become more ethnically diverse 

“They hate us  

in Pakistan.                  

They burnt my 

mother’s house 

and also my              

father’s shop.” 

*Ahmadiyyah is an Islamic religious sect of Indian origin founded in Qadiyan 

by Miraz Ghulam Ahmad (1839-1908). Its followers are called Ahmadis.      

Visit: www.philtar.ac.uk/encyclopedia/islam/sunni/ahmad.html 
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 Hope for                 
Refugees                       
There are several ways 
you can be a partner or 
lend a helping hand:  

DONATE  Groceries or 
educational materials are 
always appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

GET INVOLVED in a 

mid or long-term project 

such as a skills training or 

educational programme. 

SPONSOR a special 

event or extra-curricular 

activity/field trip. 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER Join 

CTC as a regular volun-

teer teacher for a season. 

PLEDGE  Your kindness 

helps us sustain our 

work. The centre needs a 

minimum of RM8,000 

monthly for expenses. 

Art and Craft lessons are a favourite with the children 

The foreigner among us: A safe haven 

My mind goes back to the Christ Child who 

aroused King Herod‟s paranoia and had to flee 

with His parents to Egypt as the youngest   

refugee ever recorded in the New Testament. 

Malaysia is an unlikely „Egypt‟ for asylum   

seekers such as Tamiz. Not only for him and 

his sister, but for every other child who has 

been displaced in this land and whose normal childhood has been cruelly 

snatched away. Desperate for safe haven, they wait to be resettled in a third 

country after applying for refugee status with UNHCR .  

But as every asylum seeker in the country knows, the process will 

take years. Formal approval as refugee can take as long as three years, 

while resettlement is a five-year wait at the least. Meanwhile, they pray not 

to be picked up by the authorities or mugged by locals.  

In the last two years CTC has become more ethnically diverse, reflecting the 

new wave of asylum seekers flooding the country. This meant a “Myanmar only” 

policy favoured by many community refugee schools no longer made sense.   

Back then we quickly moved to instill a new way to relate to our neighbours, 

reminding our teachers and stake-holders that we who have received    

kindness must likewise show it - especially to other refugees and asylum 

seekers.  Muslim or Christian, Pakistani or Libyan, God tells us that, 

“Foreigners living among you will be like your own people. Love them as you 

love yourself, because you were foreigners living in Egypt. I am the LORD 

your God.” (Lev 19:34) The precedent is undeniable: like the Hebrews 

whom God delivered from slavery, the ethnically different foreigner who 

seeks refuge from conflict and life-threatening circumstances should not be 

despised.    

As we come to the end of 2016, I want to express our appreciation for your 

continued prayers and support for the work at CTC. Your generosity        

continues to make a life-changing impact within traumatised young lives.  

TO DONATE: 

Account Name: Hope EFC 

Acct No. Maybank 
514815002519  

Maybank Branch Section 5,     
Jalan Wangsa Delima 1,   
Wangsa Maju 53300 KL  

Branch Code: 14815 

SWIFT Code: MBBEMYKL 
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Snapshots  
from the 
Thanksgiving 
Night 

1. Volunteer teacher Raymond Wong 2.Proud parents with beaming Kindergarten 

girl 3.CTC Choir led by teacher Amos 4.Star Award winner Ah Na Jay of Grade 4 

1 2 
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This year‟s Thanksgiving Night 

came alive with a number of     

special performances. Besides the 

rousing dance performed by the 

CTC students, Praise Dancers 

from Hope EFC also caught every-

one‟s attention. But by far the most 

inspiring was the KL Milal Choir 

comprising 50 Myanmar refugee 

teens from Ruth Education Centre, 

led by Pr Michael Moey. 

Celebrating small steps and 
big achievements 
One of the biggest events of the year was the Annual Thanksgiving and 

Awards Night. Recently concluded on 20 December at Tabernacle of David, the 

evening saw awards and certificates presented to children who completed their 

school year as well as for outstanding class achievements.  

The Star Award for a student displaying exemplary conduct, attitude as well as 

class achievement went to eleven-year old Ah Na Jay of Grade 4 who is known 

for her helpfulness. 

Certificates of Appreciation were also handed out to teachers, volunteers and  

individuals/institutions who have given generously towards the work of CTC. 

 

DANCE BY CTC CHILDREN 

HOPE EFC PRAISE DANCE 

KL MILAL CHOIR 

KL MILAL CHOIR 


